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December 2010
	Grouping and the Gifted Student
A recurring topic on a gifted instructional blog I have been reading recently has been on the topic of grouping gifted students.  Here is a representative sample:
Both my kids HATED group projects because invariably they ended up having to do the work of some other student who didn't care as much about earning an A. It's still an issue, even in college.

In my opinion and experience, it is best to have a variety of grouping opportunities, some selected by the students, some by the teacher, some random - depending on the purpose and duration of the group. Obviously, there will be different considerations for student groups in a tiered assignment than in a common lab experience.

My least favorite is the old cooperative learning high-middle-middle-low configuration. It doesn't really work for any of the students, especially the gifted. 
I decided to revisit what research says about best practices for grouping gifted students. 
Karen B. Rogers, Ph.D.,University of St. Thomas,St. Paul, Minnesota did a research project comparing 3 grouping practices: 1) ability grouping for enrichment; (2) mixed-ability cooperative grouping for regular instruction; and (3) grouping for acceleration.

It was concluded that the research showed strong, consistent support for the academic effects of most forms of ability grouping for enrichment and acceleration, but the research is scant and weak concerning the socialization and psychological adjustment effects of these practices. Claims for the academic superiority of mixed-ability grouping or for whole group instructional practices were not substantiated for gifted and talented learners. 
A similar study done by John Feldhusen and Sidney Moon of Perdue University concluded: placing gifted students in heterogeneous cooperative groups leads to lowered achievement and motivation as well as poorer attitudes toward school.  Gifted students should be grouped for instruction according to ability and achievement levels, but grouping practices should be flexible, and rigid tracking should be avoided.

Next month I will be reviewing what these types of flexible groups look like in a heterogeneous classroom.

Happy Holidays!
	Useful Links

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org (Many resources for teachers, as well as parents and children)
http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/web/home/home/index.htm (Open course-ware from MIT)
http://www.cast.org/publications/ncac/ncac_diffinstruc.html (Includes many links for differentiation)

The following resources are available from the Gifted Services Office at TMS:
Personalized Instruction, Keefe and Jenkins

Teaching Gifted Kids in the Regular Classroom,
Winebrenner
Activities &Assessments for the Differentiated Classroom, Coil

Demystifying Differentiation in Middle School, Edison, Iseminger, and Taibbi
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If the statement is true, then it must be false; but if it's false, then it's true! The word for such a statement that contradicts itself is paradox. By the way, this is probably the only statement you can make that is neither true nor false.
True or False?�
 �
�
� Read the following statement in capital letters and think about whether it is true or false. 


THIS STATEMENT IS FALSE.


What do you think? Explain what makes this statement so              confusing.
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