
February 2012
	CHARACTERISTICS OF A DIFFERENTIATED

CLASS

Four characteristics shape teaching and learning in an effective differentiated classroom

(Tomlinson, 1995a):

1. "Instruction is concept focused and principle driven." All students have the opportunity to explore and apply the key concepts of the subject being studied. All students come to understand the key principles on which the study is based.
2. "On-going assessment of student readiness and growth are built into the curriculum." Teachers do not assume that all students need a given task or segment of study, but

continuously assess student readiness and interest, providing support when students need additional instruction and guidance, and extending student exploration when indications are that a student or group of students is ready to move ahead.

3. "Flexible grouping is consistently used." In a differentiated class, students work in many patterns. Sometimes they work alone, sometimes in pairs, sometimes in groups.  Sometimes tasks are readiness-based, sometimes interest-based, sometimes constructed to match learning style, and sometimes a combination of readiness, interest, and learning style. In a differentiated classroom, whole-group instruction may

also be used for introducing new ideas, when planning, and for sharing learning outcomes.
4. "Students are active explorers." "Teachers guide the exploration." Because varied activities often occur simultaneously in a differentiated classroom, the teacher works

more as a guide or facilitator of learning than as a dispenser of information.
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	Useful Links

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org (Many resources for teachers, as well as parents and children)

http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/web/home/home/index.htm (Open course-ware from MIT)

http://www.cast.org/publications/ncac/ncac_diffinstruc.html (Includes many links for differentiation)

Brain Basher:
Messrs Butcher, Baker, Carpenter and Plumber are currently attending another convention. No-one is currently, nor ever has been in the same profession as their name and no-one has had the same profession twice. Alan is now a butcher, whereas Mr Brian Butcher used to be a baker. The person who is now a carpenter used to be a butcher. Charlie has never been a baker, Mr Darren Carpenter has never been a butcher and Mr Baker is not now a carpenter. Can you determine their full names, along with their current and previous professions?
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Answer: 

 
 





  Current   Previous
Alan Baker       Butcher   Carpenter
Brian Butcher    Plumber   Baker
Charlie Plumber  Carpenter Butcher
Darren 





Carpenter Baker     Plumber 

