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November 2011

	Differentiation Revisited

 This month’s Gazette is a review of differentiation in the classroom.
When trying to differentiate, make it simple.  You shouldn’t be trying to reinvent the wheel.  Use what you know, what you do, and expand on it!  Try choosing one of these nine ideas during a particular lesson that you already have prepared for your students.  Remember, start small.  You can eventually build upon one idea to get your students’ thinking to the level in which they are challenged.  

According to student’s readiness, interest, and/or learning style, adjust the: PACE
Of Content- Pre-assessment, anchoring activities.

                         How many repetitions do students need?  0-2, 3-5, or 6+

Of Process- Grouping, tiered lessons, compacting, using support staff, learning contracts

Of Product- Flexible due dates

According to student’s readiness, interest, and/or learning style, adjust the:  DEPTH 

Of Content- Most difficult first, pre-assessment, jigsaw, literature circles, interest centers, interest groups, tiering lessons, varied texts/supplementary materials

Of Process- Learning contracts, varied questions, strategies

Of Product- Varied rubrics, tiered products, real life audience, authentic or “real” products

According to student’s readiness, interest, and/or learning style, adjust the:  BREADTH 

Of Content- Orbital studies, tiering lessons, varied texts/supplementary materials
Of Process- Learning contracts, varied questions, strategies, complex instruction (holistic thinking) 

Of Product- Varied rubrics, tiered products, real life audience, authentic or “real” products


	Useful Links

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org
http://www.kidsource.com/kidsource/content/diff_instruction.html 

http://www.nwrel.org/msec/just_good/9/ch6.html
http://www.weac.org/kids/1998-99/march99/differ.htm




Answer: Janice has six pennies, six nickels, six dimes, and six quarters. The easiest way to arrive at the answer is to notice immediately that, since the last number in the amount she has is 6, she must have either six pennies or one penny. She can't have just one penny, because then she would have only one each of three other denominations, and that can't add up to $2.46. So she must have six of each denomination. She can't have six silver dollars, because then she'd have more than $2.46. And half-dollars are no longer in circulation.
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A Pocket Full of Coins


Janice has $2.46 worth of coins in her pocket. The coins are of four different denominations, and she has the same number of each denomination. What are the four denominations, and how many of each does she have?








